Colorectal cancer screening: update for 2011.
Colorectal cancer is the third most common cancer in the United States. Although mortality and incidence rates are declining in the United States, colorectal cancer screening remains underused. In addition, recent data suggest that colonoscopy, which is often considered the gold standard for colorectal cancer screening, is less protective for right-sided tumors, which are more likely to be flat or depressed and are more affected by an inadequate bowel preparation. Imaging technologies such as chromoendoscopy and narrow band imaging have been developed to improve delineation of suspicious lesions during colonoscopy. In addition, other new modalities such as computed tomography colonography (CTC), capsule endoscopy, fecal immunochemical tests, and fecal DNA tests may offer less invasive screening options for patients who decline colonoscopy.